
Rebuilders Never Rebuild Alone


Nehemiah 2
      NOTES


Last week we discussed the need for those who rebuild to begin right by: 

· making an honest evaluation of the circumstance

· identify with the need

· Take personal responsibility.

· Move out of their comfort zone.

Step One:  Rebuilders start with their GOAL in mind.

Nehemiah 2:2-3 (NLT) “So the king asked me, “Why are you looking so sad? You don’t look sick to me. You must be deeply troubled.” Then I was terrified, but I replied, “Long live the king! How can I not be sad? For the city where my ancestors are buried is in ruins, and the gates have been destroyed by fire.”

· The Home:   Ephesians 5:21-26 
· Our Work:    Colossians 3:22-24 

· Our Church: Matthew 28:18-20; Matthew 22:37-40 
Step Two:  Rebuilders always seize their OPPORTUNITIES.

Nehemiah 2:4-6 (NLT) “The king asked, “Well, how can I help you?” With a prayer to the God of heaven, I replied, “If it please the king, and if you are pleased with me, your servant, send me to Judah to rebuild the city where my ancestors are buried.” The king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked, “How long will you be gone? When will you return?” After I told him how long I would be gone, the king agreed to my request.”

Nehemiah 2:8 (NLT) “And please give me a letter addressed to Asaph, the manager of the king’s forest, instructing him to give me timber. I will need it to make beams for the gates of the Temple fortress, for the city walls, and for a house for myself.” And the king granted these requests, because the gracious hand of God was on me.” 

Step Three: Rebuilders make a careful ANALYSIS of their SITUATION.

Nehemiah 2:12 (NASB) “And I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. I did not tell anyone what my God was putting into my mind to do for Jerusalem and there was no animal with me except the animal on which I was riding.”

· Joshua:  Joshua 5:13-14  
· Jesus:    Matthew 4:1-2; Luke 22:39-45 
Nehemiah 2:13-15 (NLT) “After dark I went out through the Valley Gate, past the Jackal’s Well, and over to the Dung Gate to inspect the broken walls and burned gates. Then I went to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, but my donkey couldn’t get through the rubble. So, though it was still dark, I went up the Kidron Valley instead, inspecting the wall before I turned back and entered again at the Valley Gate.”

Step Four: Rebuilders get off DEAD CENTER.

Nehemiah 2:17-18 (NLT) “But now I said to them, “You know very well what trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and end this disgrace!” Then I told them about how the gracious hand of God had been on me, and about my conversation with the king. They replied at once, “Yes, let’s rebuild the wall!” So they began the good work.”

The goal Nehemiah presented to the people was:

1. He made sure that his goal of rebuilding was CONCEIVABLE.  

2. He made sure his goal of rebuilding was BELIEVABLE.  

3. Nehemiah made sure that his goal was ACHIEVABLE.  

To motivate the people Nehemiah did four things.

1. He led the people to see the need. Nehemiah 2:17-18 (NLT) “But now I said to them, “You know very well what trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire.”

2. Next he called them to team up together to get the job done. Nehemiah 2:17-18 (NLT) “Let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and end this disgrace!” 

3. He then called them to put their hand to the task and get the job done.  They could do it. Nehemiah 2:17-18 (NLT) “Let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and end this disgrace!” 

4. Finally he challenged them to look to the source. Nehemiah 2:18 (NLT) “Then I told them about how the gracious hand of God had been on me, and about my conversation with the king.”

Nehemiah 2:18 (NLT) “They replied at once, “Yes, let’s rebuild the wall!” So they began the good work.”

Step Five: Rebuilders stay on TRACK.

Nehemiah 2:19-20 (NASB) But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab heard it, they mocked us and despised us and said, "What is this thing you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king? So I answered them and said to them, "The God of heaven will give us success; therefore we His servants will arise and build, but you have no portion, right or memorial in Jerusalem."

Nehemiah gives us four steps to staying of track.

1. He kept faith in God.   Nehemiah 2:20 (NASB) “So I answered them and said to them, "The God of heaven will give us success”

2. He kept a servants heart. Nehemiah 2:20 (NASB) “… therefore we His servants will arise and build.”

3. He kept busy with the task. Nehemiah 2:20 (NASB) “… we His servants will arise and build.”

4. He reminds us to see our critics for what they are. Nehemiah 2:20 (NASB) “… but you have no portion, right or memorial in Jerusalem."

Application:

Take moment and think about you own reconstruction project.  Is it some area of your life, or your business, or your church, or a relationship?  Put a name to what needs to be rebuilt.

Have you prayed until God has shown you His goal for what needs to be done?

How would you state that goal?

Is your goal conceivable, believable, and achievable?

What opportunities have you failed to act upon and what opportunities have you been willing to seize?

Have you taken the time necessary to completely analyze your situation?  What have you learned?

What have you done to move off dead center and begin to rebuild?

What do you need to do to move off dead center and begin the rebuild?

What one thing will you do this week to stay focused on the task that God has placed before you?

What has God reveled to you through this lesson and what will you do to adjust your life to what God has shown?

Memory Verse: Colossians 3:23 (NASB) “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men.”
